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REVELATION! 


OF TREE A 


SecreT Spirit, 2% 


Declaring the moft:concealed fecret 
of ALCHYMIE. 
Written firftsin Latineby an vnknowne Authors 
but explained in Iralian, by oun 


BartTisTa LamByYe, 
Venetian, 


Lately tranflared into Englifh, by 
R. N.E. Gentleman, 


Vato fo high a-{ecvet.bo {hall approch 2 


rocke. Pfa). 77+ ¥. 13s 


ae brongpn voater out of the 


“6 Az fedeypnnag “aif 
papacy qx. fo 1H0 ado. purr 


Lonp on, f 
e Zohn Haviland for Heurse —— “t 
ate be fold at his fhop alittle wi 
opens Ald Mlma iS 2 3 


ITO THE RIGHT 
Reuerend Father in God, 


my honourable Lord, lobm 
Thornbureh, Lord Bilhop of 
Worcefter, health and 


happivelle. 


PS-B@ He Fowlers of the Her- 

Ne. meticall Bird (Right re- 

Ap uerend Prelate) being of 

Ge? {fo different quality, that 

fome liue in extreme po- 

uerty to the very laft 
point oftheir age, others in plenty 5 as 
I haué obferued thele eight yeeres, in 
iy ttauels through France, Italy, and 
Germaéy, maketh mé to thinke thac the 
| A2 Poets 


* 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

Poets haue defcribed #ralanta for a type 
of Alchymie.She being a maidof molt ad- 
mirable {wiftnes, in which gift fhe ouer- 
pafled all mankind, did covenant with 
her furers to runne fer life and- death, 
vnder condition of marriage; that who- 
f{oeuer of them were ouerrunne, fhould 
be putto death, but who did ouerrunne 
her, fhould liueand marry her. Many 
did runne, many were ouerrunne, many 
Killed. Vntill that Aippomanes running 
with her, and almoft ouercome, threw 
downe three golden Apples one after 
another, the gifts of Venus. Which, Ata- 
lanta {tooping to take vp, bindred her 

courfe,was wonne and obtained in mat- 

riage. Whereby the dangerous courfe 

of .d/chymie in many is manifeftly {eene, 


that who doth not overcome it, perie | 


fheth ; and whofoeuer is to euercome 
it, mult firft receiue three golden Ap- 
ples ftom Venus. The Philofophicall 
Mythologie thereof, none thar I have 
Knowne orheard of, can better explaine 
than your Lordfhip, whofe fingulae 

; ~ dear- 


“ghe Epifile Deascatar Nhe: 
nine, notin fhadow or fupethicia’s 
bar fol and in fubftance, from time to 
time vndertwo glorious Bae ser 
Elizabeth and King James, hath exalte / 
you to higher and higher degrees fs 
Ecclefiagicall dignity, and whole om 
teous, generous, grant, and ee 
haviour in fpeech and AB wy oth 
declare your Lordfhip to beare cape 
blea mind, that it dwelleth rather oe 
heavenly Palace, thanan earthly ot y 
Your diuine ftudies requiring hea Ms . 
intermiffion, hath admitted Hes ne 
laxation of sn eet mis = : see 
2 ilofophica . WI 
od of ofa bieiled ee ben —— 
i aue largely beltow ar- 
$8 sie yet without decay of ae 
artof your elftate, OF loffe fies be 
failing in expectation, you ee sa ad 
out moftrare fecrets, 3s well for p ee 
as for the health of man, spat a 
with great admiration ot teary pe | 
the nobleft Patients, and beft Phyfitians: i 


. s “ 4 | Be ‘i 
ge, 4 neither 1S that a * = ane 
ofthe Kingdome A jmita- 4 
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The Epifile Dedicatery. 

eete as could bee done, word 
word, without addition or dimini- 
g in anything, that your Lordthip 

the betrer iudge thereof. Which 
be heartily offer vnto your Lordfhip, 
teftimony not onely of that refpect, 
ch generally all men of learning doe 
e vnto your Lordfhip ( your houfe 
g voto them for an Apollinian re- 
t,as a liuing Library,a flourithing A- 
emy,or a religious Abbey)but {peci- 
for the whole Scortith Nations fake, 
ch hath alwaies found your Lord- 
b a conftant and effectuall friend, a 
ing Father, aroyall Mecenas, anda 
uous patterne of all goodnefle. In 
Dedication may bee tound my in- 
ion honeft, the gift mall, your ho- 
t great, the event happy; if your 
dthip accepting thereof, doe accor- 
B to your accuftomed prouidence, 
‘fully proceed in the practical fearch 
hat Chryftalline central Salt, whereof 
Treatife wittily handleth, which all 
knowy our Lordthips moft worthy 
difpo- 


fy 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. . 
difpofition, doe earneftly wifh y anh ‘a n 
your dare , wis all felicity b esyeUner need 
corporall and fpirituall, temporal #a3°= DRIES) 
| perpetuall, and in that with [ref Ce Sehr eat, 


QORGO000! 
To the difcreet and true 
fearchers of the fecrets of Na- 
ture, leading afolitary life. 


Iohn Baptifta Lambye, Venetian, 


witheth health, 


Auing fpent many yeeres, and 

\ inetimable labours, abowt that 

Science, which by all the wifeft 
Philofophers is called déwiue 

and fecret; according to the experience 
which 1 hane hadin pny {elfe,T cannot choofe 
but hauecompafsion of thofe noble Spirits, 
aha are turmoiled in the difficulty thereof 5 
and therefore as it hath beene a great com- 
fort unto me, to finde him who inany thing 
could hane helped my fiudy , nen fowtht 
frecly 
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Tothe Reader. 
> much as 4 courteous minde defirons to 
Ipe and to further, could for the prefent 
jue; praying our Lord God, without whofe 
suour fo excellent a [cience cannot be ob- 
ined, that he would both gine unto me the 


| ace tobe able to fhew fome thing profita- 


ber of leaues, but according to my iudoe 
ment, te [entexces andlearwino wioft Prane: 
and to my kxon ledge no more Copies j ae 
in light, ! thought good to fet tt forth onto 
the benefit of you all, who are inatonyed o 
this dinine Science, And ihat it micht be. 
tome fe much the more profitable coe AC» 
ceptable, | haue purpofed yet to adorne the 
depee with a foort Expofition and allegati- 
of Sentences of the beft Philofophers 
Nor perhaps tn {uch manner as ‘you conid 
hane wilhed, or the matter hath required 
Gut at leaft as my weakne/fe could rit the 
i ey ofour Mafters doth permit to doe. 
erefore I pray you accept cheerefully thas 


fe 


le, and unto you to under ftand and to pre- 
sile, no otherwife than tothe honour and 


lory of bis glorious and ble(fed name. 
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HE REVELA- 


tion of the fecret 
SPIRIT. 


ther Philofophers in former 
N times flourifhing, the originall 
3 BY Springs of Sciences, and the 
encors of liberall Arts, earneftly appro- 
g the vertues of things vnder che Hea- 
s, did inquire with great defire, if any 
ng was amongft the creatures chac might 
e mans body from all corruption, and 
ferue it aliue for cuer. 
Vito whom ic was anfwered, chat there 
s nothing that could deliuer our corrup- 
le body from death , bur that there was 
¢ thing that could remoue all corruptt 
ons, 
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2 The Reuclation of 


ons, renut youthand prolong fhortlife, 
in the firft Patriarches; becaufe vnto t/ 
firft Parents Adam and Euc, for penance 
finne death was giuen, which will neuer| 
feparated from the whole pofterity, 
Wherefore the faid Philofophers, a 
| many others moft painfully feeking that o 
| ching amongftall things, haue found th 
| ic which fhould preferue mans body fro} 
| corruption, and prolong life, is fuch among 
qualicies asthe Heauen amongit Elemenus| 
They vnderftood the Heauen to bee 
boue the Eifence of the foure Element 
and fo that co bee aboue the Effence of tl 
foure qualities, 
, . The Heauen in comparifon of El 
iments, is called Quinteflences becaufe it 
| incorruptible, ynchangeable, not receiuin 
ftrange impreffions;foalfo that thing, in 1 
{peét of che qualities of ourbody,isincorrup 
tible,expelling al fuperAuitiesfrom thebod; 
Ieiscalled of che Philofophers by the for 
faid name, neither hot and dry with th 
fire, nor cold and moift with the water 
nor hot and moift with the aire, no 
cold and dry with the earth, bur of d 
the elementary qualities a perfect proporti 
OM, a true coniunction ef naturall power, | 


{pecis 


she fecret Spirit. 3 
fpeciall addition of fpirituall vertuc, and an 
infeparable vnion of body and foule: a fub- 
ftance moft pure, moft pretious, artificially ¥ 
extracted from an incorruptible body, 7 
which no waies can be deftroyed, nor inany - 
thing be defiled with the Elements, 

Whereof Arifforle did make an Apple, 
with whofe fmell hee did prolong his life, 
when through length of age, he could not 
cat nor drink, fifteene daics before his death, 

This {pirituall fubftance is char onely | 
thing, which from aboue was fhewed vnto 
Adam, and mott defired by the holy fathers, 
which Hermes and Arifforle doe call the 
truth withour lye, che certaine moft cer- 


taine, andchefecret of all fecrets, hid fromy.)ex 


nature, and che maruellous finall conclufi- 
on of all philofophicall workes. . 
Jn the which is found the dew of the 
Heauen, the facof the earch, and what che 
power of man cannot exprelle, in this {piric 
isfound;becaufeas Aoréen faith, who hath 
it, polfetfeth all things, and fhall need the 
helpeof no body in any thing, becaufe init 
is all cemporall felicity,corporall healch,and 
earthly profperity. resem eh ole 
This isthe Spirit of the Quinteflence,the , 
Spring of fublunary health , vpholder of, 
B. Heauen, 


© The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under a Creaglve Commons Attribution Non Commercial 3.0 Unported License 


4 The Reuelation of 


Heauen , retainer of Earth, mouer of Sea, 
ftirrer of winde, fender of Raine, container 
ofall things and vertues , and {pirituall and 
chofen aboue all fubceleftis!] Spirits, giuing 
health and profperity, ioy and peace; it 
yceldeth loue, diffolueth hatred, chafeth a. 
way fadnetfe, bringethin mirth, and gene- 
rally remoueth all euils, moftf peedily curech 
all difeafes ; finally, deftroyeth mifery and 
pouerty, maketh and bringeth all good, 
cannot {peake or-thinke euill , giueth vnto 
tan what hisheart defireth, vnto the good 
temporall glory and long life,but perpetuall 
paine vnto the euill chac vie it. 

This is the fpirie of truth which the world 
cannot apprehend, but by the grace of in- 
{piration,or the teaching of themthat know 
It; itis of an vnknowhenature, wonderfull 
vertuc, and infinite power ; this the Saints 
from the beginning of the world haue wifhe 
ed to fee, 

This Spirit, by"Awicen, is called thefoule 

of the world, becaufe as the foule moueth 
themembers, fo this Spirit moueth all bo- 
dies ; and asthe foule is in cucry part of the 
body, fo in euery elementary thing this Spi? 
tit isfound : which is fought by many, bue 
found by few, it is thought to befarre of arid? 
4 found 


thé fecret Spirit. i 5 
‘ neere at hand, becanfe in every things 
ante and time, icié found , hauing the 
oenats and effeéts of all chings, and being 
equall in allthe Elements, and ete 
cs roper to euery thing, in this onelyt ing} 
is found moft effe@tually, By whofe etic 
Adam and the Patriarches had health of bo- 
dy, and length of life, and many others 
bane flourifhed in riches, Ayelet: 
Which isigueooricntly $e Ann o 
i s 
fully found , the Philofopher hing 
i i i har chey fhould no 
in zenigmaricke termesyt aati 9 
thew fo worthy aching to th ny ; 
etious a pearle among Sy 
vahich < a es knowne co all, che ftady 
fod Tohate of all men would ceafe, and ni 
‘cual defireno other thing oe _ it; ra 
j worthily ,and it w 
fo men would |iue vnwort! See 
he caufe of the ruine OF t 
erry i well through nahn nig oe 
ld much more 
bundance, men wou . 
fe che harh not feene, nol 
God: Becaufe the eye hasan re 
hark not heard, nor it hac : 
tented into the heart of man 5. what 


} into this aa 
the Heauen hath naturally placed into a 


Spirit. 


l (aid Spiri oucd 
taine properties of che a Spirit, appi 


ibuti ial 3.0 Unported License 
© The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under a Cre@five Commons Attribution Non Commercial pi 


Therefore I haue briefly compiled cet= 


The Reuelation of 


by Philofophers, vnto the raife 
and theprofit of good renal nase 
moft deuoutly magnifie God in his gifts, ar 
leatt they who hereafter thallreceiuefuch a 
gift, becaufe thefe gifts are not belongin 
3 T one, but to them whofe eats 
all bee good. Now what Properties and 
— Spirit hath in cuery ellence, and 
: Ow it appeareth corporally, that itmay the 
ooner be found and knowne hearken with 
Mra ee of the heart, 

M ics firft effence, it appeareth ; 
cera body foule and fall rnin in 
bi tchit hath 4 property and vertue of cus : 
iso ap onennds and corruptions in the en- 

. : or Men, It purgerh ‘putrifaétion and 
inke abiding in any place whatfoeuer, i¢ 
curech all things inwardfy and outward th 
Inthe fecond Etlence, it appeareth ted 
ie in a watry body , fomewhat fairer 
than the firft, Containing corruptions, but 
Ween lend working ‘his Vertue, eee, 
truth, and in eue 
L) Powerfull, in which ceiceallele magia 
ro all ficknetfes both hor and cold becaufe 
: a 1s of an hid nature, chiefly it helpech 
them that fuffer venome in the breathin 
_ Parts, for it chafeth venome from the he id 


diffoluech 


the fecres Spirit. 7 
diTolueth without violence things contai- 
ned in the lungs, and (notwithftanding the 
commotion) it doth confolid the fame vlce- 
rated, ic cleanfech bloud,it purifieth corrup- 
tion contained in the breathing parts,and tt 
preferueth chem cleanfgd from corruption, 
being thricea day drunke by any that lan- 
guifherh, ic maketh good hope,&c, 

But in the third Eilence, ic appeareth 
in 4n airy body, oyly, almoft freed from 
all difeafes, in which icfheweth wonderfull 
workes j forit helpech young men co laftin 
body, {tace, ftrength, and beauty, ifthey vie 
it by little and litcle, and in afmall quantity 
in their meat, becaufe ic fafferech no-waies 

“melancholy to exceed, nor choller to burne. 
Moreouer, .abouesmeafure it encreaferh 
bloud andfeed, and therefore it behoueth 
them who vic it, often to bee let bloud. 
Alfo this oyle doth open the Nerues and 
Veines ; and if any member bee fading, it 
reduceth it ro his due meafure; and if a 
young man beforethe {tare of age, hath an 
eyeburft, ifonedrop bee put therein euery 
day, and that he be quiet for a month,with- 
out doubt his fight fhall bee reftored. And 
ifany thing be purrified inany member, or 


fuperfluous , it diffolueth it {peedily , and 
B3 {epa- 
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feparatethir. Andifj it dimini 
— “He if it find it diminithed, it 
But in the fourth Eth i 
ence, it a 
weeny body nor fully cured om athe 
o °$ 5 Containing water, and nor fully dri- 
es pee which it produceth many Ver- 
une =e joerg young, and ifin the 
the hickocke of death, there begi 
uen of this fire, fo mucha ick tae 
s the weight of 
graine of wheat tempered wi Wine, {9 
that irgoe downe the h ie mune 
and entreth, and war hake’ 
varmeth, and. piercech e- 
ie to ae heart, and fuddenly thst Ai 
a pb: uous humours, and expelleth poi- 
payed aot erate of heat ynto 
» Andifold folke vfe this fire j 
eaete quantity, and ioyne aie he 
; ep gold, it remouechthe infirmity of 
“syne 4 enioy young hearts 
ae and for this it is called the E- 
:, 4 ahs and laftEifence, ir appeareth 
i poegiily glorified , wanting all 
ha “i ‘gh pe the Sunne and Maone 
nich ichath all the forefaidv 
propesics, which it pofletlech i fa 4 
‘ Ces both fairer, and more wonderfull, 
Porsis natural workes are efteemed the mis 
racles. 


any thing, 


Dare infufed, are found init. 


the fecret Spirit. 9 
acles of GOD, becaufe if it bee put tothe 
cots, the bodies of trees long dead and dri- 
d,are made liuing,flourifhing and frnitfull ; 

und if the lights of a Lampe bee mixt with 
he felfeSpirir,they are not extinguifhed,but 
are burning erernally without diminifhing. 
And it maketh the pretious ftones of Cry- 
tall moft coftly with diuers colours ; they 
tharare ofthe Mine fhall neuer bee better, 
andit doth many other things, which are not 
lawfull to bee reuealed vnto the vniutt, 
which are efteemed vnpoflible vnto man, 
| becaufe it cureth all bodies both dead and 
| quicke,without any other medicine. 

By Chrift Iefus witnefle I doe not lie in 
becaufe the inAuences of all hea- 
uenly bodies, which in all and cuery thing 

In this Elfence it fheweth the rreafures 
drowned in the Sea, and hid in the earth, 
and it maketh all che bodies of metals moft 
puregold and filuer, and nothing like roit is 
contained vaderthe Heauen. 

This Spiritis the myftery which was hid 
from ages reuealed to fome Saints, to whom 
ic pleafed God to make knowne the riches 
ofglory, which remaineth fiery in water,and 

catriech with ic earth in the aire, and outot 
B4 his 
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“Yo The Reuelation of 
gio floweth flouds of lining water 


This Spirit flies through the midft of 


the Heauen,as a morning cloud, containin 


burning fire in water, and earth clarified in 


aire. It expellech the malice of Saturne and 
Mars, ioyning lupiter with the Moone and 
ses Deh the light of the Sunne, gi- 
ung vnto his fifter Ven 
and liveth wich her for meee apr: 
And albeit thefe-works. appeare ectroni- 
ous and falfe vnto the Readers yet tothe 
skilful and thofe thar Proue them actually 
they arecrue and poflible, if the figuratiue 
fpecch be faithfiilly vnderttood, and there- 


fore vnletle thou vnderftand fuffici ently, do 
Not intrude thy felfe any waies into this Spi- 
rit, becaufe God is maruellous in his works, 


and there is no number of his wifdome 
v This Spirit in a fiery nature is called Saal 
aracha, im airy Alkebrir, in Watry Azoch 
. by which Aneanes 
they who fecke him ‘are deceiued , sit 
Te ie of life to bee in fuch 
pera whichto our knowledge bee of no.‘ 
~~ And albeit this Spirit who 
m wee feeke 
by reafon of his Property is called by thefe 
names; 


the fecrét Spirit. It 
names ; yetin thefe bodies, hee is not, nor 
cannot be ; for the glorified Spirit cannot 
appear¢ but in a bodic agreeing to hiskinde, 
albeithe is named by thefe and many other 
names, 
Neither fhould any man thinke,that chere 
) be diuers fpirits, but howfocuer it is called, 
it is one and the felfe fame fpirit, that wor- 
kech all inall chings. 
) = This is che {piric whom in afcending the 
} cleerneffe of the Heauen hath ouerfhined, 
and in defcending the puritie of che earth 
}hath incorporated, ard flying about the 
widenetfe of rhe Sea hath receiued, Ic is not 
) of the lower Hierarchie, where is Raphael 
called the Angell of God, moft fubtill,moft 
precious and moft pure, vnto whom as vnto 
a King all che reft obey. 

This fpiricuall fubftance is not celettiall, 
nor infernall, but acertaine airy body glo- 
rioufly purified becwixe the higheft and 
loweft, placed in the midit,fpiritvally anima- 
ted, wanting reafon, but fruitfully profi- 
ting 3 aboueallthings vnderthe Heauens 
choifed and adorned. 

This diuine worke is madetoo profound, 
that the foole may not vnderttand it,becaufe 
itis the laft of che fecrets of nature, 

This 
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Thisis the Spirit of che truth of the Lord, 
who hath replenifhed the Globe of the 
earth ; and in the beginning was carricd vp- 


cciue, but by the grace of infpiration, or 
the:teaching by thofe that know it; -and 
whom the whole world hath defired, for his 
vertues that appeare ineftimable, 

For it entreth the Planets, chafeth away 
the Clouds, giueth cleerneife to cuery one, 
and conuerteth all vnto Sunne and Moone: 
it giueth all health and abundance of trea- 
fure, it cleanfeth the leprofie, cleareth the 
fight,comforteth the fad, healeth che ficke, 
rendreth hidtreafures, and generally cureth 
all difeafed, 

By this Spirit the Philofophers haue 
found out the feuen Sciences, and had a- 
bundance of riches. By this (VWofes made 
the Veifels of pure gold in thetemple, and 
King Solomon many and pretious ornaments 
tothe worfhipping of God. And many 
others haue made wonderfull and great 
workes, Noe built the Arke, AZofes the 
Tabernacle, Solomon the Temple , Efdras 
recoucred the Law, (Vary the fitter of 2Z0- 

Seskepthofpitality, Abraham, I{aac,Tacob, 
and other godly perfonages obtained length 
' ae a of 
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Qaics with abundance of riches, & flouri- 
ie ,& the godly knowing itglorified God, 
@ herefore the obtaining chereofis better 
on the waters, whom the world cannot con- §J 


the trafficke of gold or filuer, becaufe 
s more pretious than any workes: and all 

gsthat are defired inthis age cannot be 

pared vnto it, becaufeit is proued and 
nd perfe& and infallible. 

orin it only confiftech che truth, where- 
eit is called che ftone,or {piric of trurh, & 
his workes there is no vanity, whofe prai- 
I cannot expretle becaufe I am nor fufh- 
ne to tell his vertues. 

or his goodnetle, property and vercuc, 
preater chan the minde of man can con; 
ue, orthetongueexprefle by words; be- 
fe the properties of all chings are hid in 
andall char nature hath giuen to other 
Ings, in it being crue, is cruly found. 
hat fhall 1 fay more? there 1s not, was, 
euer fhall be, any’ who fhall {earch nature 
eper. 
3 the height of the wifdome of God, be- 
ufe what all bodieshaue, thou haft enclo- 

in the power of one Spiric | O ineffable 
ory ! O ineftimable ioy, fhewne vnto 
ortall men! becaufe the corruptible things 


nature by vertue of the Spiric are made 
better, 
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the fecret Spirit. 15 


better. O fecret of all Secrets, health and This is the infallible fubftance called and 


medy ofall, the la(t {earch of nature vnd 
the Heauen, and the wonderfull conely 
on ofthe ancient fathers, and of the la 
wife men,and ofall Philofophers, the whi 
the world and all che earth defireth. Om 
wonderfull and much praife-worthy Spit 
Icis the purity in which all delights and 
ches are contained, and alfo the truitfulne 
oflife, Science the ftrength of Sciences, 
uing temporal] oy to thofe chat know it 

O knowledge worthy to be defited 21 
beloued aboueall things vnder the Moon 
by which nature is ftrengthened, the hea 
with the members reioyced , flourithi 
youth preferued, age remoued, infirmi 
deftroyed, and moft pleafant health ke 
abundance of goods had,and all chat delig 
teth man plentifully purchafed. 

O fpirttuall fubftance commendable 


ed of Auicenthe foule of the world,mott 
e, moft perfect, and mot powerfull. No- 
g vnderthe Heauens fo precious, ofhid 


ureand of wonderfull vertue, operation, °) 7 401//: 


j infinite power, Vato which nothing-is 
amongtt creatures, which hath all the 
ues of the bodies vnderthe Heauen, for 
of it floweth waters of life, hony and 
of cuerlafting health , and fo with the 
ke, and hony hee hath filled them. There- 
faith ALorien, who bath it poffeffeth all 
ngs, and needeth no waies the helpe of 0 


Se 

Bleffed art thou, O Lord God our father, 
o gaue this knowledge and vnderftan- 
g to the Prophets and Philofophers,thae 
hey haue hid ie,that che blind filled wich 
Idly tuft might notfindeit, andthe well 
ofed by this haue praifed thee. 


rant thas it may bee difcouered to 
€, buc to the louer of thee, and to 
defirer to doe good things by it. Be- 
¢ who vnworthily difcoucreth or re- 
eth the fecrec of this thing, hee is 
breaker -of che heauenly feale, and the 
reuelation , fo farre as: in him lieth 
diminifheth the Maiefty of God, es 

ce 


boue all things! O wonderfull power con 
fortable vnto all ! O fuperiour vertue | 
things inuincible ! Which albeit it hath af 
peared contemptible vntothe vnwife, yt 
to thoferhat know ir, itis to be beloued, f 
praife, glory, and honour; becaufe it ¢4 
Pellech naturally all manner of death can{et 
by humiérs’ O Trediite of Treafures ! ¢ 
Sccret of Secrers'! 


cI AaP) 


Thi 
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hee is neere vnto many mifchiefes to 
low him. 

And therefore with a godly heart | 
feech all you faithfull in Chrift, hauing 
knowledge,that you would not fpeak thy 
nor communicate to any but to the god} 
ners,and difpofers of themfelues vertuoy 
long knowne and proued, and that 
praife God who hath given fuch a trea| 
vnto men, 

This many doe feeke, but few doe fi 
it, for the defiled with vices or pollu 
are vnworthy to know {uch things. Thy 
fore itis not fhewne but to the deuout, 
caufeit is incomparableto all prices, 

Ged being my witnetle, | doenot lif 


any thing, albeit it appeare vnpof_i ble va 


thefoolifh. For none is, was, nor fhall} 
who hath fo much fearched the depth 
nature, Bletled bee themoft high and 
mighty God , who. hath created his 
ence, and hath beene pleafed to fhewv 
the faithful che knowledge thereof. | 4 
So. endeth this moft worthy, and » 
excellent worke, the worke called 
Reuclation of the fecret Spirits in wh 
all che fecrets and. myfteries of this wo 
archid, &c, ti 
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But the Spirit a power,ss one maruellous and 
holy, haning for a gift the whole world, for it 
contasneth st inst felfe, 1s, fhallbe, and was alfo 


a fift (ub fance. 
2 aR MS Ie NID A EE 


An Abridgem ent of the Pream- 
ble tothe Expofition. 


CF irft the unity of that thing 
in which this Spirit is 
, ound, Chap.t. 

whereof the Spi- poe > the s censing of 
vit ef the Philo-2  shis one thing;Cha.2.483 
fopbers flone is Third:y, the preparation of 
extvatled.where | the matter ‘for the fepara- 
us teached tion of the Elements, 

Expofiti- ( Chap.3. 
m teach | Secondly, the foure apparitions of the formes, or 
the manner of the feparation of the foure 

Elements, Chap. 
Thirdly, the coniuntiion and vnion of the Ele 
ments, for to obtaine the fifth apparition, 
L Chap.6 ° 


The 
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a 


The Preamble to the Ex. 


pofition of the fecrer 
SPIRIT. 


| I fay, chat this Philofo. 

pher would haue thew. 

ed & declared the won. 

| derfull vertues and pro: 

aah perties of thae fecret 

Spirits faying,chac iris fucha thing, that re- 
moucth all corruption, in thefe words : Bat 
that there was one thing that could remone al 
corruptions. And after he faith, that the [aid 
Philofopkers painfully feeking that one thing 
among all things,ec. the which a litele afte 
hefaith, to be a glorions Spirit, called Quint 

effence. 


Bu 
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But hee telleth not, out of what thingit 
may be taken ; vuleife that he faith, /¢ ss 
fubftance moft pure, moff precious, and wmoft 
fubtill, froman incorruptible body artificially 
extratked, that no waies can be deftroyed, nor 
in any thing defiled with the Elements, 
Agreeing with John de Rupefciffa,who {pea- 
keth thuss And I (aid that the moft High crea 
ted the quinteffence » which ts extra lted out of 
the body of naturecreated by God, with bu- 
mane Artifice oe, 
Much letfe doth he fhew the manner nor 
themaftry of being ableto hauc it, except 
thatin fome place he coucheth a litcle, and 
that vnder Metaphores and Figures; theres 
foreto declare this Text, I will ground 
my felfe vpon three principall parts, to 
the end chat this moftnoble Spirit may bee 
found. ° 
The firft part thall bee vpon that bedy 
whereout of the {aid Spirit may betaken. 
The fecond fhall be, wherehe faith, How 
that Spirit corporally appeareth that it may bee 
the fooner found and kvowne,@c. 
And becaufethe Author followeth fue 
dpparitions , ee without making 
other diftinétion, yet beeaufe the matter 


doth require it, I will divide it into. wo 
Cc parts, 
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parts, and for the fecon 
the foure apparitions, or See 
_ Andfor the third part, that fifch appari- 
tion where he faich, sx the fifth and laft Ef. 
fence it appeareth in a Llorified body ee, 
Inthe firft part thall be fhewed, tharfo as 
the Text faich,this Spirie is one thing among it 
all things, that as yet the {aid S Piric or Quin. 
tellenceis notfound, but inone only thin 
created by God ; according to the sindioek 
ty ofall che Philofophers, ho haue Written 
of this diuine Science 3 who all doe afktme 
that there is nothing bur one onely thin é 
of thewhich,and by the whichjand with ee 
which, the defired end is obtained, 

And in the fecond hall be feene, that the 
apparition of the faid Spirit én foure ¢drpo- 
rall formes, is no other thing, bur the fe. 
Paration of the foure Elements. 

_ And in che third and Iaft part fhall bee 
fhewed , What isto bee vndetftood by the 
coniun¢tion,and vnion of the faid elemenirs 
after their perfeé rectification, reducing the 
in aglorious fifth being called Quintetlence 
or Elixir , and in many other diuers names 
“sige by diuers Philofophers,& it thal 
ve ae which this Philofopher vnderftan« 
eth,when he faith y04t there ts one thing,e, 


Where 


© The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under a Creati 


the fecret S spirit. 21 


Where to follow this order, for the 
better declaration of the Texe before al- 
ledged, the firft part fhall be diuided into 
three parts. 

Inthe firft fhall bee fhewed (as is aboue 
faid) thar there is one only thing,in which 
the faid Spirit is found. 

In the fecond fhall bee feene ( by 

the-meanes of many authorities, and 
fenrences of diuers Philofophers } if ic 
may bee iudged, what thing 1s this onely 
thing. 
And becaufe there is no comming to 
the feparation of the Hlements, if firft chac 
body, or truly one thing (as they fay) 
bee not difpofed, chat it bee fic for the 
faid feparation, which is nothing elfe, 
butthe reducing jr to his firft matter, and 
this fhall beetaken for che third part, in 
which fhall bee feene theneceflity of the faid 
feparation, 

Thereafter in the fecond part of the Texe, 
fhall be fhewed the manner of the feparati- 
on of cheElements defcribed by en vneer- 
taine Author, inferting therein fome faire 
glotfes of other Philofophers, for the more 
declaration of rhe myftery. 


And inthe third and laft part fhall bee 
C2 


feene 
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feene the coniun@ion of thefaid Elements 
of which fhall grow a Cryftalline and glo- 
tious ftone, called Efxir, or Quinteffence 
(as fome would haucit) and it fhall be (as is 
faid before) thefecret $ pirit of our Philo. 
fopher, &c, 


T he firft (bapter, 
Wherein itis proued that there is 
only one thing, out of the which the 


fecret Spirit,or the Philofophers 
Stone, may be taken. 


phers faith 
HY of one things 


are Pythagoras in thebooke of his docu- 


hat the 

fpeaketh, And Ifay unto yout 
iedsti af this Art, for ree st ra 
perifhed, i one thing te F thePht gy he 
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Rronger and higher 
the fooli[h ts ba 

And Geber 
which we adde 
except that in 

perfious. 

And Ralis; Know my fonne that it ts one dif- 

pofition, and one nature » aed cone worke, and 
one veffell to ma, 


ke the white and red. 
And Morienus 3 This myffery is wont to be 
made of one only thing, therefore Put thes inthy 
mind, for then necdcft wot many things, but 
one onely thing, 

And Lucas in tur 


ty ts one, 

+4 which is the Spirit that we earch, 
And another vncertaine Philofopher faith, 
For our matter ts one, Containing init felfe the 
fence of all the femen metals, and in that ‘[ub- 


france is thedyiag Spirit which we leeke, 
ke intituled, Te Secret 


then the natures, and to 


[er thenany thing we effceme, 
3 /t & one thing,one medicine, 
nothing, we diminilb nothin 
Separation wee rémoue the [u 


te 


— 


ba; For our Deri. 


cane their one 


And lohn of Damafews, in his Refary of 
Phebus {rith, 7) herefore it ts doubted of the 
frone, which is called the Phil. 


ofophers, which 


the fecret Spirit. je 5 
sit, and what; Seeing st was pera ~ ae 
B it, a any Philofopher : Therefor mites 
pe ydeed dials things, when in - or 
vonk her nator we do hola him dearel ys - 
confiftet ’ vid all others, and furely tt “A “44 
ety be Philofophers writs, a0 Pg 
i “te dthat no ftrange thing fhoul A i y- 
rhe to, becanfe nothing agrect << 
i aie phat is neerer to bis raster a 
as iene de villanoua, inhis : vl 

‘i et ve it behoueth the fearcher ‘ sn] 
he - vif aconftant willinworke,t me 
eetra ; ro try [ometime this, i cod 
 Saeastt our eArt not perfette in 
Shale of things, for it ts i "Chobe 

mund Lulliusin the 49 07 09 
on ed ricke of his Teftamen mop > 
ius. waies be sgnorant hereof, feet £ 
oN ve that our Medicine of one onely 
pes (ole nature be made. alan 
. adi the feuenty fiue Chapt a oe 
pe a recapitulating , that fe sen 
thin coded fole nature , and of t 2s desi 
pon fehl which mighty a eas 
i ot 
Cone whch for rel fake fhall bee 
*  tionech, 
left out. 


; lifh, in his 
And George a we Enghith, Fr 
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Ladder of telue degrees, faith » Jet the mat. 
ber ofthis worke according to all the autheng;. 
call Philofophers, ts one onely thing, Containing 
int [elfe allnece ‘aries to the accomplifaing of 
ts owne perfection, 

And Hexricus Corneliuy Agrippa, inthe 
fecond Booke of hid Philofophy , in the 
fourth Chapter faith » There is one thing by 
God created, the Subieét of all wonderfulneffe, 


which 1s in earth and in heauen, it is attually 


animall,vegctable, and minerall, Sound enery 


where, knowne by few, by none expreffed in his 

Proper name, but couered in numbers, figures, 

4nd viddles, without whith neither Alch ymy 

or naturall magicke can Attaine their perfect 
tnd, 7 

_ And in the Rofary of the Philofophers jt 

that no man intrude 

to fearch, except hee 

¢ nature aud her L9- 

owne, heneedeth not 

ng 5 nor vequireth 

eftone ts one, the me. 

the Louernement one, 


ithorities and: fentencesof 

uers Philofophers (for the confirmation of 
this paflage) I could Produce,but for fhore- 
neflc 


neffe fake, 


forefaid fentence 


thors, \ 
mation of this matter, 


SCL IRAL ITIL CIEE 


; But beforel pr 


the fecret Spirit. ed 
ifo becaufe I thinke that t 
“te 5 of fo many worthy Au- 


confire 
senc enough for ¢ , 
are fuflicient i 8) Een 


The fecond Chapter ; 
h fhall bee feenc, (by 


of di- 
meanes of many cern - 
if it Cé 
hilofophers ) it wt ¢ 
aa es) phat thing is 
. “this onely thing. 
ge which abae 
the ignorant 


Ps . an 

i fearchers of this gonna 

i diuine Science. Ignore at 
it O 

1 thofe (to Wi 2 

ai ue matter, 

who are ignorant of te a 

ent os h the Philofophers if Fane 
lite in other Sciences t cy 

ps oft learned. 
excellent and m rete: 
dfomewhat dou 


In whic 


is 1 Ta 
i His is the pal 
eth the wings of 


o caufes 
it brfull of 
the 


doemakeme {tan 


28 

the manner the fecret Spirit. 29 
Writing : the Id hold in my ppefleis moft ready, and moft defirous, to 
Ariftotleand another f make the veftuous {pirits profeffours of this 
he firft of 4, mal noble Science, participant of a part of my 
long trouble and ftudy made therein, not 
yecas one chat would perfwade my felfe to 
befuch, thacI vnderftood the fecrer hereof, 
buras a louing profetfor of the fearch of it, 
place for prudence ; wherein I haue wearied my felfe for the 

be equall to the wife, timeof twenty fiue yeeres. 
And the other of G Now to returne to our firft purpofe :I fay 
d then for to beginne this fecond part, that 
inthe beginning of the booke called the 
blatt of the trumpet, itis written thus, Of the 
fir effence, the firft Philofopher Thales the 
Milefian faith, God is the moft ancient of 
things unbegotten, eternal; and therefore Py- 
thagorasf{ath, I fay that God was before all 
things, nothing was with him when hee was, 
and underftand that God when hee was alone 
in the beginning created one fubffance, which 
he called the firft matter ; and of that fub- 
france he created other foure, fire, aire, water; 
d Iefus will andearth; of which now being created, hee 
9 that without created allthings, as well high as low, and {a 
i¢, I may before all other things, extept the firft mate 
. ter, hee created the foure elements ; ont of 
which he created afterward what he would, te 

wit, diners natures, Ko 


The Rewelatiog of 
which T thoy 


Thetefore J 


hope that our Lor 
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And Raymund Lully, in the third chapter 
of the Theoricke of his Teftament faith, 
God created that nature of nothing ito one 
pure (ubftance, which wee call quinteffence, in 

which whole nature is comprehended &c, 

Andinmany other places hee faith the 
like ; becaufe hee confidereth » tharchis Sci. 
ence proceedeth from God, as all che Phi. 
lofophers doe affirme, therefore Afirerss 
faith, that this Stoneproceedeth from the molt 

Glorious high place, and of the Ltcate ft Crea 
tor, which hath put to death many wife men, 
which és like unto enery thing, whofe name 
Cannot be fpoken, 

_ Where I confide 
ficulty of this mate 
feeing that our of t 
ftruétion concerni 


ring the height and dif. 
er, as I haueaboue faid ; 
he Philofophers thecon- - 
ng this thing cannot be 
had: I purpofe to fee if out of the holy 


new orold Tefta 


ment {ome iuyce may bes 
extracted, flidyi 


ng thewhich in my ludge- 
ment,many moftexcellent fentences may be 
taken tothe purpofe of this matter, and of 
the whole {cience, the which thall bee left 
out, and onely I will ferue my felfe wich hae 
Which feemeth ynro me moft to the purpofe 
of this Pallage. 
I finde the firit thing that our Lord God 


created 


Wr 27 _ 
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created was the light, as it appeareth inthe - .. , 


f Genefis : there after hee made that 
A derfll feparation of the acu 
whereby there commeth intmy min ‘ ve 
fentencesof Vincentivs in his Nee sat 
rour, in the fecond booke the t ree anc 
thirtieth chapter : where he faith, 7 berefore 
his Spheres, which és true light are begun i 
light, and in light all things are accomp "8 
foed, &c. And furthermore, from the light e 
begun, that he might foew hes workes to . t 4 
workes of light, not of darkne fe, &e, cia - 
terhefaith, So alfotby re pace hee ba 
orre tnthe ligne. 
te aedin fifth is faith, Therefore 
the firft fubftance ts light, &e, and afrer be 
lowing he faith, Every thing pi ‘id 
much it hath of light, fe much it hol. i 
divinity : becanfe God zs light and eneryt bing 
haning more of light than another, ; ie ea 
nore noble than it; for in all things, nobs ty ts 
remarked according to the greater pete 
and partaking of dinine effence. And t ; 3 ifo 
is manifef? by induttion in the firft bodies, 
when they are compared together, the niet is 
nobler than the earth, beganfe it hat wens 
light thanthe earth: Likewife the aire st 
the water, aud the fire than the aire, eee i 
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the fifth body than all other : therefore it 
called amongft them the firft and moft noble 
therefore the perfection of all thefe ‘thing 
which are in ewery order of the world, 


‘ight, 


ces, according to nature is before them both; 
but light is a fubftance common to fire, and 
farres, which precede all otber bodies, Where 
Sore the’ firft of all bodies is light. Afcer 
in the thirty nine chapter he faith, But. light 
& caufed in the aire, not from the aire it 


Selfe, or the forme of the aire, but. frovs the 
Sunne,&c. And he fpeaketh many other 
‘notable fentences, which hall be left to be 
ftudied by ftudious men. 

Now feeing the lighe is the firft chin 
which God created, I may fay vnto you rie 


the felfe nature is deriued from that light, 
as all Philofophers doe affirme, faying, w/e 
venerable nature: And for confirmation 
hereof, I will fee if wee can agree, many 
pretty fentences of divers Philofophers, 
who {peake of this Science in fauor of this 
opinion, 


But 
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But before that wee come thus farre, I 
would know by what occafion, many and 
diuers wife Philofophers, haue entitled 
many of their bookes belonging to this 
Science, vnder the name of Light ; As drie 
otle called one, the light of light, Rafis 
fue, to wit, the light of lights, the booke of 
the Sunue, the booke of the Moone, the booke 
of cleerenef[e, andthe booke of Light. John 


Bof Damafcus, the Rofary of the Sunne, lobn 
lof Vien, the mirrour of the elements. Arnold 


de Villa noua, the new light. Roger Bacon the 
mirror of cAlchymy. Iobn de Rupefcifja, the 
booke of ight sand many and diuers others 
thelike, which truly I cannot thinke that 
they would doeit, but becaufe this diuine 
Science is the worke of light, 

But perhaps fome may fay, the Phi- 
lofophers vfe to fay, when they will declare 
any thing obfcure, thar they giue light, or 
illuminate. But I my {elfe doe nor finde 
that they haue entitled their bookes of o- 
ther Sciences vnder the titleof Lighe, as 
they hauedonethis, Let euery one beleeue 
as moft pleafech him. 

Now let vs come to the forefaid fentence, 
and firft, Arifotle in his firft booke of the 
Secret of Secrets faith, For with thee # the 

eect Light 
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Light of Lights, and for this all darkneffe 
fhall fie from thee. 

And Mirerés, in his booke of docu- 
ments, {peaking of that fecret {pirit, vnder 
the name of water, he faith, And know that 
the Philofophers declare, that the permanent 
water ts taken out of Light ; but the light ma- 
keth fire, and the light foining, and tranfpa- 
rent, becommeth like one flraying (ecking ledg- 
ing : but when light ws coniopned onto light, 
streioyceth 3 becaufe it came out of it; and u 
connerted vnto it, ec. 

And Albertus Magnus, in the preface of 
his right pach, inuocating the Lord God, 
praieth and befeecheth him inthis manner: 
Thence inthe beginning of my fpeech, I call for 
bishelpe, win is the fountaine aad {pring of all 
good, thag hee through his pitty and bounty, 
would vouch{afero (upply the fmalneffe of my 
Stience, that bythe grace of the Holy Spirit, 
I may make maniteft in my dottrine, the light, 
which fhineth in darkneffe: 

And Raymund Lally in the feuenth chap- 
tér,in' che Theoricke of his Teftament faith, 
Therefore foune I fay unto thee, Take a 
Myne of the kinde fpoken of, inwhichare the 
two flarred lights, which ceafe not to fine up- 
onthe earth, and they are the Sunne and 

Moone, 
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(Moone, who by their beames darken the fire, 

Andinthe 20, Chapter, Wechoofe there- 
foretwo bodies, the lights, which doe fixe all 
that is not fixt. 

And inthe 48. Chapter, Sonne,when thon 
wilt worke and beginne our Maftry, beware 
that thou worke not but upon natures, or mat~ 
ters light[ome, and not vpon others, whereof 
the leffer world is created, 

And inthe tenth Chapter of the Practife 


b hefaith,Son it beboneththee now to diffolue the 


light of the world, or a part of it by the firf re- 
giment, oc. And in many other places hee 
{peaketh, which fhall be omitced, that I bee 
not too long. 

And George Ripply inthe Chapter of the 
fixt degree of his Gates faich, Therefore our 
fone: is that flarred Sunne, budding like the 
flowers of the Spring from whom proceedeth by 
alteration enery colour,O°C. 

And for fhortnelfe fake, I will put an end 
to this fecond Chapter, with a conclufion 
ofan vncertaineEnglifh Author,faying, For 
indeed to [peake withont fittion, there 1 ne e- 
ther to be fought but abody of the body, anda 
light of the light. Which is as much worth as 
it were to fay, Separate the fhadow from the 
beame, that is, fromthe “ anne bis mie”. i 
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The third (Chapter . 


Wherin is proued,that of neceffi- 
ty it behoueth to reduce the body to 
the firft matter that it may be difpo- 


Sed for the feparation of 
the Elements, 


aor 


“\Ealcherto itis feene with the con- 
firmation of all the Philofo- 
phers, that ir is one thing on- 
ly, out of the which is caken 
the fecret Spirit, and with che 


ia 
which is made the Philofophers ftone : and 
furthermore are fhewed many pretty fenten- 


ces of diuers Authors, by che meanes where- 
of,it thal be lett co be indged by the children 


Pols 


of the truth, whatthing can be this fole 
thing, or oncthing. 

Now in this Chapter fhall_be fhewed (by 
authority of many authors)that it is necetla- 
ry to difpofe this ching or body, chat ic may 
bee fit for the feparation of the Ekements 
which could not be done, if firtit were not 

reduced 
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yeduced tothe firft maccer: for any body 

Handing in his being hard, folid, and com- 

pact, is Bocficior the feparation of the Ele- 

pnents, much leife for che mecallicke cranf. 
lucation, 

Theretoreit is need (asis aboue faid) to 
educe icco the firft matter, according to the 
peech of Arifforle, in the fourth of the Me- 
cors, Who faith, Let the Artificers of Alchy- 
ry know, that the kinds of metals cannot bee 

tran(muted vnleffethey be reduced to the firft 

atter, but the reduttion tothe fir matter 
seafie, as Arnoldus devillanouat: aith, and 
obn of Vien, in bis mirrour of the Elements, 
nd fo affrme all che other Philofophers. 

And in the praétife of Philofophers itis 

riteen, Lathe name of God, Amen, and with 
0 helpe, let vs reduce fir the bodies inte no 
odies, untill rhe natures be made thin,becaufe 

the beginuing,the body 1s made a thin water, 
Dat us Mercury crc. 

And inthe Rofary of the Sunne ic is writ- 
D, Therefore enery body is an Element, or 
empofed of Elements, but the generation of 
ny compound of the foure Elements, confiffeth 
fimples, Wherefore neceffarily it beboneth 
pat our flone be reduced tothe fir/} matter, or 


ring of bus fulphyrec Mercury, that it might 
a D2 be 
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be dinided in the Elements otherwife st cansot 
be purified nor conioyned, crc. 

And Villa noua {o faith, For the firft work 
of the Philofophers, 1s to diffolue the ftone snty 
his Mercury, that it may bee reduced to hi} 
firft matter, 

And Raymund Lully, in the feuenty fius 
Chapter of the Theorickeof his Teftameny 
faith, But this dinifion cannot be made by th 
change of nature, without loffe of the property 
and the lofe of the property cannot bee mail 
except that nature which is in an hard maf 
and dry, with all her parts bee turned in th 
likene(fe of that firft nature, in which the ag 
was firft ordered by diuine power, like unto 
confufed forme,in which all middle things wer 
confufed, without the which nature could m 
accomplifh ber attions, CC. 

Agreeing with Hermes, who faith ; 4 
things were from one confused clod, or ma 
confufed, by the meditation of one 5 that is,t 
creation of one omnipotent God,and {a all thing 
were fprung fro this thing,that sal metals A 
engendred of our ftont, that w quick-filuer, | 
all things were [prung from this confufed ma 
and purged with one fitting, that t, only by th 
command of God and his miracle, So our fio 
is fprung, and commeth out of aclayifo ma 

- y t 
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that is, Ouick-filwer changed, containing in it 
elfe the foure Elements, which are Fire, Aire, 
water, and Earths that is, heat, moifture, 
coldneffe,and drineffe,&c, 

And in the Rofary of the Philofophers; 
The reduttion of the bodies to the firft matter 
Quick-filuer, is no other than the refolution 
of the congealed matter, by which the locke is 
opened, by the entring of one nature tuto ano- 
ther. Whereupon the Philofophers faid, that 
the Sun is no other thing but ripe Quick. filuer, 

And this propofition or fentence of Ari- 

otle, of the neceflity of thereduétion to the 
firftmatter,being fo famous, I will not en- 
large my felfe ocherwife in alledging ocher 
Authors; but only] will labour in the next 
Chapter, to fecif it be poflible to know (by 
the meanes of many authorities of diuers 
Philofophers)what thing is chis firft matter. 


D3 


The 
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COR OTL SIR LIV 
The fourth (bapter. 


Where it fhall bee teenc if it bee 


pofhible, to know what thing is 
this firft matter. — 


SERS OND Auing feenethat the redu@ion 
3 Eco the firtt matter, 1s nece{lary, 
re Jthac the matter may bee. fit 
= for the {eparation of the Ele. 

ments, now itis to bee feenc 
what thing is chis firft matter, 

And icisaboue faid, rhat all Philofophers 
agreeing, do afhirme this fentence, v/e venc- 
rable nature, Therefore in confirmation of 
this patlage, I will ferue my felfe only with 
fome of their fentences, which fhall feeine 
vato me moft to the purpofe for the decla- 
ration of this matrer, 

Arnold de Uilla noua, in the firtt Chap- 
ter of his Rofary faith, Je & therefore mani- 
feft.that the operation of the (Medicine is the 
operation of nature, andthat the Aledicine it 
felfe uthefame nature 5 for the Medicine it 
elle only 1s compofed of nature, cre. 

And Raymund Luly in the 72. chapter of 

the 


} 
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the Theoricke of his Teftament faith, Our 
Mafiry is by nature, and with nature, and of 
nature,and ws made by the meanes of natare, 

And in the 76, Chapter, wherefore who 
will make any thing, let him makeit by nature, 
and let bins know the concordance of vutures 
becanfe withowt that, neuer any thing can bee 
done, S oe that nothing of the world which 
#8 facible, is beyoudthe limited bounds or waies 
of nature becaufe by st and with it, it is made, 
and 1s tobe made, 

Andin the 14, Chapter of the Pra@icke 
he faith, Sonne, if thon under fiand this, thou 
Shalt underftand c& know how alt things of the 
world are made by nature, and how thon may 
make them to the refpett of nature, if thoucan 
haue the aire which 1s caufed by nature, ec. 

And in many other places hee makerh 
mention, and the Rofary of the Philofo- 
phers faith, Wherby firft we make knowne,that 
allworkers beyoud nature are decciuers , and 
thas they worke in a thing unfit, 

And thereafter he faith, athe ert of our 
maftry, nothing ts hid by the Philofophers.ex 


cept thefecret of the Art, which is not lawful 


for any man torencale: which if it were done, 
he foould be cured, and fhould incurre the in- 
diguation of the Lord, and /hould die of an 

D4 eFpoplexie, 
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Apoplexie. Wherefore all errour in the Art 
arifeth of that, that they take not the due mat- 
ters therefore vfe vencrable nature, because 
of it, by it, and in it, our Art is engendred, and 
in no other, And therefore our maftry is a 
worke of nature, and not of the workeman, and 
(owbokneweth not the beginning, doth not ob- 
' taine the end, and who kuoweth not what hee 
Seeketh, hall not know what he [hall find, 

But becaufe vpon this authority fome may 
fay, that this Philofopher intendeth and 
fpeaketh of the truematter, on which wee 
mutt lay the foundation: | fay chat itis crue, 
but out of what matter it behoueth vs to 
take che famenature as yet hee maketh no 
mention, which is inclofed in the centre of 
the fame matter, witnefling Raymund in his 
7.Chap.of the Theoricke of the Teftament, 

Where he faith, Ad wee bane [aid abone, 
that in the centre of the earth is the virgin 
earth, and the true Element, and that stu 
created by nature, therefore nature is in the 
centre of euery thing, &c. As yer alfo more 
manifeftly fhall be fhewed, when it fhall bee 


declared, which followeth, what thing is F 


this nature, 
Now hauing aboue fhewed the neceflity 
to reduce the body ynto the firft matter, and 
in 


the fecret Spirit. 43 
in this chapter proued that it behoueth co 
worke with nature, fo that it appearcth al- 
moft that this firft matter 1s the felfe 
fame nature, by the meanes of the au- 
thorities aboue alledged of the Philofo- 
phers; therefore for better declaration itis 
good to proceed from degree to degree, 

Firft itis faid the matter to bee one {ole 
thing, thereafter wee haue fpoken of the 
reduétien vnto the firft matter ; and now 
it appeareth that this firft matter is (as faid 
is )thefamenature, It remaineth then to 
be feene, what thing is this nature, and it 
thal be che laftconclufion about this patlage. 

I fay that of diuers Philofophers, it hath 
beene named with diuers and infinite 
names, fome doe call it Chaos, fome Hyle, 
others the firft Matter, others a.confufed 
Maffe, Matter without Forme, Counfufed 
Clodde, others Mercurie ; alledging chat 
fpeech of Hermes, who faith, /n Mercurie 
ts all which the Philofophers feeke, &c. and 
with many other infinite names, as I_haue 
aboue faid, the which would bee too much 
to defireto remember all. 

Buc I my felfe am difpofed, leauing all 
other names, to nameit vnder the name of 
Salt in this my little ereatife, alledging for 

con. 
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confirmation of my opinion, a number of 
fentences of diuers Philofophers. 

And firft we thall begin with Geber, who 
in his Teftament {peaketh of no other, but 
of the falc of metals, and fhewech chat chere- 
with is made the Elixir, as he may fee who 
would ftudy ir, 

And the Rofary of the Philofophers faich, 
The falt of metals 1s the Philolophers fone, 

And aliecle further, The ancient wife men, 
becanfe they [poke many things, did conclude 
upon (alt which they call the fope of the wile, 
and the little key which clofeth and openeth, 
andagaine [outteth, and no man opencth; 
without which little key, they fay none in this 
Age, can attasne to the perfettion of this {ci- 
ence, thatis, vnleffe he kuow to calcine falt 
after his preparation, Gc, 

And after he faith, whe hath not tafted 
the tafte of falts hall newer obtaine his wilh, 

And Gratianus faith, Of enery thing may 
be made albes, and of that albes may be made 
Salt, and of that fale is made water, and of 


that is made Mercurie, and of that Mercury 


through divers operations os made Sol, 

And Asicen faith, Sonne sf thou wilt bee 
rich, prepare falts until they be a pure water, 
becanfe (alts are connerted into a fpirit by ap 

An 
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And Raymund in the feuenty two chapter 
of the praéticke of his Teftament faith, 
end we fay untothee that the Said natures 
arenothing but foarp falts, &c. 
And there after, But fonne we [peake to thee 
with renelation, that thou remember of the 
fale, which we haue told thee aboue, with ong 
part of bis properties because at uo tine mut 
Jouunderftand here of other falt; vnleffe st be 
of metals, which are refolucd unto it, a6 by ar- 
tifice you may feetothecie, If therefore thon 
know how to fwestenthis falt, it will enter in 
the bodies, as the truenature which will Rand 
inwardlie, and can transforme them from one 
kinde to another; becauje Seeing falts are the 
fixft nature of metals, of a metallicke proper= 
tic, bythe fisendfoip of that thing, they are 
contsyned together, Seeing [alt ts nothing but 
fire,xor fire ts but fulphure, nor ‘ulphure is 
but quicksiluer reduced into a fone 3 after 
that it ts the matter of a nature altered and 
changed from bafenelfe to nobility. 
Heere clearely is verified and confirmed 
that pailage aboue faid, That in the centre 


- of the earth is the virgin earth, &c. and 
- that nature isin the centre of enery thing, &c, 


And in many other places mentionis made, 
which for fhortnetle fake thall beleft our: 
O 


© The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under a Creagiye Commons Attribution Non Commercial 3.0 Unported License 


46 The Rewelation of 


O what labours, what {weats,what troubles, 
muft be done! What moftthicke and moft 
hard walls muftbe broken and paifed ! and 
what ports and locks muft bee opened, be- 
foreitcan bee penetrated and entred into 
that'centre, where that bleiled virgin earth 
is,found, otherwaies by the faid Raymund 
called the earth of labour. 

And truly the earth of labour it may 
becalled, becaufe it is purchafed with great 
trouble and watching, 

- The which was well vnderftood by 
ChryfogonuiPolydorus, in his preface of Ge- 
ber, when he faid, The golden fleece is not 
ginen unto lafon, onleffe firft be undergoe the 
fare and dangerous labours, And fo much 
the more, becaufe itis to bee knowne, that 
where the glorious God hath put great ver- 
tuc, there yethath he left greateft difficulty 
for cuftody: bur let vs leaue this, and re- 
turneto our firft difcourfe. I fay then that 
I haue gathered rogether many featences of 
diuers Philofophers, all which haue treated 
of fale: whofe names to bee fhorter: I will 


conceale, asalfo becaufe fome of thefe fen- . 
tences are taken out of bookes-of vneer- . 


taine Authors: and will repeat only their 
fayings with a continuall order one after 
another. And 
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Andfirft the firft aith,Ovr fone is xo other 

thing but falt ; who worketh inthis Art with 
ont falt,is like unto him who will (hoot not ha- 
wing a firing, If the omnipotent God had crea- 
ted no falt, the Art of Alchymiehad not beene. 
Salt is Coprofe, and Coprofe is falt : all lef- 
fer and greater minerals truly are nothing elfe 
but falt : nothing is more fluxible than [alt : 
nothing more piercing thau falt, and his na= 
ture : nothing cleaner, purer, more [pirituall, 
and more fubtill, than falt and his nature, 
Nothing fironger than falt and his nature ; 
nothing more incombuftible than falt and his 
nature ; nothing more volatile than falt and 
his nature; nothing [weeter than falt and his 
nature ; nothing fowrer than falt and his 
nature. 

Thefetwo paflages doe feeme to bee re- 
pugnant, faying {weet and fowre, which is 
vnderftood, fowre before the preparation, 
and {weet after. 

And following they fay, nothing ts nee- 
rer to the fire than [alt and his nature, nothing 
more laftying and fit to preferne things from 
putrifattion, than [alt and his nature. 

Then feeing the fale euen fo as he is,with- 
out other preparations, is of fuch vertue, 
that it preferueth things from putrifaction, 

; as 
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as isfeene by experience ; what will itdoe, 
whenfrom it the elements fhall bee fepara- 
ted and reduced into a fifth Effence? I thinke 
with my felfe thac ic fhall be chat, which our 
Philofopher vnderftandeth of the fecret 
Spirit. / 

Now let vs follow. The falt is the hfe of 
all things :1 cannot faile when any braue 
place of importance commethto my hand, 
but! muft{peake my opinion agreeing the 
Philofophers together. 

This Philofopher faith, Salt és the life of 
allthings. And Aferienus faith, But this ftone 
as mor a vulgar ftone, becaufe st is more precte 
ons, without which nature worketh nothing at 
any time, whole name is one. 

By the which I fay that feeing fale is the 
Iifeof all things, itis neceflary co fay and, 
affirme with Morien, that without it nature 
worketh nothing at any time, 

And Raymund in the Chapter before al- 
ledged, {peaking of Salt vnder the name of 
nature, faith, Seeing this is, becaufe nothing 
can be engendred withont st, ec, and | may 
bring hither many other Philofophers for 
confirmation of chis wonderfull fentence, 
thewhich will omit, forto follow the reft, 

Salt s3 nothing elfe byt a pure dry water 5 

nothing 
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nothing more tranfparent, nothing wore foi-~ 
ning, nothing more light/ome than fale and bis 
nature, If] would tell my opinion vponall 
thefe fentences worthy to be writcen in let- 
cers of gold, J fhould enlarge my felfe too 
much. 

But this I cannot let patfe with filence, for 
confirmation of fo many excellent fenten- 
ces abouc{poken in the 2. Chapter concer- 
ning the light, And here is feene this Author 
to confirme the fame, faying, Nothing more 
tranfparent cc, 

Now letvs follow ; Nothing ss neerer vin- 
to mettall than falt and bis nature, How is it 
poflible to be filent wich this fentence wor- 
thy co.be grauen in plate of Gold, and not 
written in Paper ? O howopena field ishere 
to difcourfe | “ lec vs follow, Nothing neore 
excellent, created by nature, than Salt and bis 
nature, Nothing more finple than Salt and his 
nature. Nothing more ftinketh than Salt and 
his nature. Nothing more odoriferous than (alt 
and his nature. 

Seeing thefe two paflages do appearetobe 
difagreeing,icbehoueth to ynderftandthem 
asthefe others aboue, of fweer and fowre; to 
Witsbefore and after the preparation, «- 

Nothing better in nature created by God 

than 
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than Salt and bis nature, Nothing is in the 
world that containeth fo diners colours tn it; as 
Salt and his nature. Nothing beanier and 
weightier than Salt and bis nature, Salt. ts of 
a nature animall, vegetable, and minerall, and 
hath in his nature the attines and paffines, 

And here is verified the fpeech of Arifto- 
tle, faying, It 1s a Stone and no Stone, and it 
ts minerall, animall, and vegetable, which is 
found in enery place, inenery time, and befide 
encry man, Gc, Onr oile, our water, our ful- 
phur,our Mercury,is no other thing in bis ver- 
tue than Salt, There are three ftones of white 
things, which three are found in Salt, Salt is 
avertue mixt withallthe Elewments, There ss 
nothing that (o ftrongly containeth wm it the 
foure Elements as Salt. 


Iwill fay nothing vpon this place, be- BR 
caufe who will ftudy well all chis which isfy 
aboue faid, thall find to bee here thelaftcon- BX. 


clufion and Key ofall. 


Therefore let the mockers of Alchymy bold 


their peace, feeiug without true diffolution they 

can doe nothing, and true diffolutioncan they 

not haue, without they reduce the things diffal- 

able into the nature of Salt, and meals them 
refolued that they may the fooner be refolued. 

Andto put an end to this Chapter, I - 
wit 
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with thehelpeof all che Philofophers con- 
clude,who fay, Therfore who knoweth Salt 
his diffolution he knoweth the fecret of the anci= 
ent wife men.T her efore fet thy mind vpon Salt, 
Thinke not upon other things, For in it onely 
is bid the fcience c} the chicfe myftery, and the 
qreateft fecret of all the ancient Philofophers, 


COO ERGO SO CO 
Lhe fifth Chapcer « 


In which ishandled-the feparati- 
on of the foure Elements, which the 
apparitions of that fecret Spirit 
doe figuifie, 


=, He body now being reducedit- 
yy coche firft matter,and made fit; 
and difpofed for the feparation 
ate%y} of the Elements,the reftis now* 
0 thew.che manner of the faid feparation,' 
lbeit many and divers Philofophers haue 
pt large handled ir, neuerthelef{e I will thew 
bne way cleereenough, written by an va- 
ertaine author, and ancient, very pretty for 
he purpofe of that fecret Spirit, with fome® 
eddition of glotfe of other Philofophers;" 
or better declaration ofthe maftry: 
Now 
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Now lét vs returne to the Text, which 
telleth how that Spirit corporally appeareth, 
that it may be found the (ocner c knowne, oe, 
For declaration then of this fecond part, we 
will fpeake with the aboue named Author 
in this manner thatfollowech, 

Take the bleffed frone whach tno frone, nor 
hath the nature of tone, and feparate the Ele- 
ments, eAnd note that the Philofepher calleth 
frone allthat from which the Elemeuts may be 
feparated by Art: For by coniunttion of them 
in the worke of eAlchymy ws rarfed a[ubftance 
like unto a ftone. 

And he callethit bleffed, becaufe beyond the 
foure Elements there refteth a fifth Effence, 
called the Spirit, becaufe the Spirit cannot bee 
(cene by vs,nor felt, without abedy alfumed in 
fome Element &e, 

This Spirit for the nobleneffe of his nature, 
taketh a bedy in a nobler and fuperiour Sphere, 
towit, of the Elements; namely, of the fiery 


Sphere of the noble fire,but yet his fpirituall nay 


ture remaining: therefore neither isit fire, not 
hath it the nature of fire,fo much as ts of it felfe 
And againe,Becaufe that body of the Spiri 

#s fiery for his fubtilty and purity,and this can 
not befeene by vs : therefore with fit snfira 
ments, by meanes of the workemans. indufiry; 
thickning 
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thickping its fubtill fabftance,it ts conwerted in 
the forme of water and floweth, 

Therefore feparate the [aid Spirit ,andcon- ‘ 
ioyne it with the Elements. 

But the operation inthe coninn tion ts two- 
fold; to wit, one that the Elixir may be made 
tocongeale Ouickefiluer; another that the E- 
hixir may bee made for to preferue the life of 
man, and ta throw away all uperfluity of bad 
humors, andto efchew all corruption of the be- 
dy: Therefore if thon wilt make the Philofo- 
phers Stone to'copgeate Ouickefiluer do in this 
manner, ; 

Separate firftthe Spirit , andthe foone/t that 
thou canft, becaufe thon shalt nener feparate 
him fo warily , but that hee will retaine fome 
part of the former fab fiance of Phlegme, 

This Spirit once fepar ated is called the bar- 
ning water : whofe figne is, that if thou dip a 
Linwen cloth wit, the cloth will be inflamed and 
not burne. 

But if you feparate oftner , it is called the 
buthing water rellified , whofe Signe is be-' 
caufea cloth diptisaltogether burned, : 
. So hawe you one Element made fpirituall,’ 
withthe Spirit of the Quinteffence, Ando: 
the Airft'ap parition of chaefecrec Spiric be- 
cOnmimeth manifeft in forme of water. 

. ma E2 The 
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The which is that water whereof the Phi- 
lofophers fay,7 he fecret of the Art isto know 
the celeftiall water ,diuine,and glovioms cc. 

Itfolloweth ; And fo it behoneth the other 
three Elements, tobe made {pirituallwith the 
faid Spirit, retaining the corperall vertu, in 
this manner, 

Separate the whole fuperfluous Phle One 
tromthe {aid ftone, untill the oyle come tofume 
out,and nothing at allremaine of the Phlegme, 
and it fhallbe turned like unto pitch. 

And then mixe the firft burning water ree 
ified with this (ubftance made like pitch, well 
Stirring tillit be incorporated, 

And then againe diftill twice or thrice, ana 
then it is called mans bloud reitified , and of 
this (aith the Philofopher, the winde hath car- 
ried him in his belly. 

And fo bane ycu two Elements exalted in 
the vertue of the fifth Effence, to wit, water 
and aire, 

And this isthe fecond apparition of that 
fecret Spirit in the forme of aire; of which 
another Philofopher faith, This és truly by- 


mane bloud, the true Celandine, in which the 


Secrets of nature are hide. 
Icfollowethy Thereafter take the fore{aid 
Subftance, which remaineth like pitch, and fen 
parate 
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parate all the fuperfluous oyle by a glaffe A- 


lembicke, untill that no oyle remaine, 

And thenit will be ablacke dry fubftance, 
which powder well, and grinde well with hy- 
mane bloud reélified, and let it fo frand for the 
[pace of three houres, 

Thereafter diftill, and then it is called the 
fiery water ; and doe in the fame manner the 
fecond time, and then it is called the fiery wa- 
ter rectified, 

And fo baue you three Elements in the ver- 
tue of the Quinteffence, to wit, aire, fireand 
water. 

And foappeareth the third apparition of 
that fecree Spirit in forme of fire. 

But becaufechis Philofopher maketh no 
mention of the feparation of one Element 
from another, and this I thinke is, becaufe 
the feparation of the airy Element is not ne- 
cetlary to defire to follow the whole worke, 
But who wil feparate ir,to vfe it for the ver- 
tue defcribed by the Author of the fecrer 
Spirit, many Philofophers haue told the 
manner. 

Butif you read che manner of the fepara- 
tion of the foure Elements of Celandine, de- 
fcribed by many Authors,& chiefly by Phi- . 
lip Viftadius in his Heauen of Philofophers, 

sae E3 there 
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there you fhall findethe manner of the {aid 
feparation, therefore J will not enlarge my 
felfe otherwife to write it. . 

And more] will fay, that the Philofo- 
pher who hath written the feparation of che 
Elements of Celandine, is that fame of the 
fecret Spirit, who would ferue himfelfe vn- 
der the name of (e/andime, that is, the gift 
ofthe Heaven; and that this is true, you 
fhall find defcribed the vertues of thefe Ele- 
ments word by word, as thofe of the fecret 
Spirit in the fifth apparition outward, And 
the like didanorher vnder the name of 4z- 
manebloud, And as itis aboue fpoken at 
full, ir isno matter of the names otherwife, 
becaufe all doe vnderftand one onely ching. 

Now followeth herea moft pretty gloife, 
worthy to benored vpon this patlage of 3, 
honres,the which will gine great lighcto the 
children of the truth, and ic faith thus :, 

Andin that (pace 1 melted all the white 
volatill Salt , which w in the blacke earth 
with the forefaid water ; and the water becom- 
nxth more fharpe and burning: which whiles it 
és diftilled, it carrieth with it allthes Salt vo- 


latill and (pirituall, and flieth out in the filling. t 


Thewhich Salt is called fire, and therefore 
this water ts called fiery 5 of the which Salt the 
naises 


the fecret Spirit. ~ ee 
names arethefe, the Salt of the yolkes of eggs, 
the Starre Diaha, the morning Starre, the flys 
ing Eagle, the Secret of Nature, and infinite 
other names, Therefore Mercury ts [ublimed 
and made Salt: and [o when you heare in the 
beares of Philofophers any thing of thefe 
names, know that it is no other thing but the 
honored Salt, ana in it there are morethan 
fifty names, 

And fo oft rettifie untill that it deftroy all 
things by burning. 

Followeth, After take the faid blacke (ub- 
flance, and calcine it iw a furnace of renerbe- 
ration, untill it become like lime, and with this 
lime mixe the fiery water reétified, and. diffill 
it, and then it will be a water of life rectified. 

And fo bane you the foure Elements retht fin 
ed.and purified with the fifth Effence,and with 
the Spirit of the fifth Effence, and this is the 
water of life which 1 fought in the worke, 

And here endeth the feparation of the 
foure Elements, with the fourth apparition 
of thefecret Spirit in an earthly forme 5 as 
more cleerely appeareth in- this glotfe, 
which followeth vpon that place (vatslit 
become like lime ) which faith; 

-And this fhall be when all fuperfluities and 
foule humidities fhall flye out and be saad 

an E4 y 
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by the flame of fire, and no ctherwife : and the 
lime fhailnot be white, but blacke, rufty, 

And this is the true carth of the P hilofophers, 
which ts called the [echt of the Stone : inthts 
lurketh the bid gold, and this hid goldclean(ed 
from his earthlineffe and filih, I haue touched 
with mine owne fingers, and feene with mine 
owne eyes. For this earth excelleth all other 
earths of Alchymifts : neither any doth heldin 
st (elfe naturally the hid geld, but this alowe, 
And therefore the medicine which is made by 
this is called one and fole,exc, 

And foan end is giuen vnto the fecond 
part of cheapparition of the fecret Spirit in 
foure corporall formes. 


the fecret Spirit, 
Lhe fixt (Chapter . 


In which fhall, be declared the 
Sifth apparition of the fecret Spirit 


in a glorified body. pp 8 


SS Q 
F ENG? 


a 


Olloweth yet in the fame Au: 


AX thor, and he faith: 
i ’ 3 


WY dnd this water fixetb all pr 
SS its, aed maketh them enter i for 

this water hath her {uperiour and 
[psrstuall fivength that ts not fixed, and hath 
her inferiour and corporal fixed, and yet is 
not fixed, but bath power tofix, 

And thisis ic thacthe Philofopher faith, 
That which w abose ts like to that which is be- 
neath, for the working of the miracles of one 
thing; that is, itbebooneth that this fifth of 
fence, that isthe [prrit, haue or vetaineher 
firstaall power, and hane all the corporal 
power of the foure elements, if miracles fhould 
be done thereby : becau{e if it hane {uch power, 
many miracles are done vpon the worke of 
Alchymie 

Alfo the Philofopher faith, i ses 

: roms 
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from the earth unto heauen,that is,thefe foure 
elements baue afcended from the carth vuto 
heanen; that is to [ay inthe (pirit of the ftone. 

There after faich che Philofopher, And 
againe it hath defcendedinto earth ; that.is to 
fay, the(e foure elements haue afcended into 
heauen, and againe defcended into earth; So 
that they be fixed in vertue of the. {pirit of the 

ift effence, audremaine one Cryftalline ftone: 
and st foallbe Elixir retaining perfettly Mer- 
cury or the fugitineflaue, a 

And fois manifeft the fife apparition of 
the fecret Spirit, vnder the forme of aCry- 
ftalline and glorious body. 

Buthereis to bé nored, that this Philo- 
fopher fheweth not the manner parucular- 
ly, how this coniunétion of the fpiric with 
the body ought to be done; but oncly me- 
taphorically faith, they bane afcended into 
heauen, and againe defcended into earth, (0 
that they be fixed, &c, Wherefore if ] would 
produce the manner written by diuers Phi- 
lofophers, I fhould be too tedious. 

Tc fufficeth vnto me onely to fay,that Ray- 
neund in thethreefcore and fecond chapter 
of his Codicill doth declare at large, and 
endcth in thethreefcore and fourth chapter 


of the faid place,And in his repertory — 
: et 
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the fecret Spirit. : 
eth very well andcleerely, 

And here is verified the {peech of Her- 
mes, who faith, The earth is the mother of all 
the elements, and out of the earth they pro- 
ceed, and tothe earth they are reduced, 

And Raymund in the third chapter of the 
theoricke of his Teftamentfaith, And by this 
thy confideration may be cleared, that in the 
end enery thing fhall goe to his owne preper 
place, from whence it firft came, CC. 

And here endechthe third and laft part 
of the fecret Spirit, where he faith, Jy the 
lifth and laft effence it appeareth in a glorified 
body. And itis the defired end and true in- 
tention of the Philofopher, when he faith, 
But there is owe thing, which remoueth all 
corrubttons, 

Now this auchour (as J haue aboue faid ) 
fheweth not the manner of the coniunétion 
of the elements, but vnder figures : and the 
like doth the Author of the fecrer {pirir,but 
vader other figures and another manner of 
{peech, according to the letter ; but as for 
the fenfe,ic isthe (ame, 

And therefore to giue matter to the dili- 
gent coftudy, and to accord one Philofo- 
pher with another, I thinke good to fet 
downe here the metaphors of the faid {e- 

cret 
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eret Spirit, the which are thefe following, © 

Which remaineth firie in the water, and 

carrieth with it the earth inthe aire, &c. 
‘Thereafter he faith, containing fire bur. 
ning in water, and earth clarified in aire, Gc, 

After, The glorified (pirit cannot appeare 
but in a body agreeing to his kinde, ec. 

Furthermore, Let not any nzan thinke,that 
the fpirits are diners ; but howfoeuer it is cal- 
led it ts one and the felfe fame [pirit, wha wor- 
keth alin all, This ts the [pirit which in afcen- 
ding the cleereneffe of the beawen hath ouer- 
fbined, and in defcending, the purity of the 
earth hath incorporated, &c. 

Albeit there be fome others, yet they are 
not for this purpofe; therefore they fhall 
not befer downe orherwife, 

I fay then, ifyou interpret well thefe fen- 
tences, with the orhers aboue alledged in 
the maftricof the feparatiow and coniun&i- 
on of the elements, you hall finde them 
meet together, and agree very well, 

Moreouer, it isto be noted, that the fore- 
faid author of the feparation of the ele- 
ments, maketh diftinétion of the aforefaid 
Elixir, fortocongeale Mercury, from the 
otherfor medicine to mans body ; which 


the Author of the fecrer fpiritdoch not. e 
0 


ue the fecret Spirit, 63 
folhe faith, chac it is a medicine ficted not 
onely for both, but alfo hath many other 
Vertues as in him you may fee ; and the like 
many other Philofophers doe affirme. 
Neuertheletfe, forto fatisfie cuery man, 
as alfo becaufe chere are many very fine fen- 
tences, very neceflary, appertaining to the 
forefaid Elixir to congeale Mercury,yet ano- 
thet muse Wall be fhewed for the health 
man, as this Philofophe I 
which is this that Cisear ECHR fhe 


The feuenth (Chapter ; 


Wherein is fhewed the manner 
to wake the Elixir, or medicine to con- 


ferme the life of man. 


if i were humane blond,it would lofe hes force 
attrattineof the vertues of herbes, by reason 
Wie) : 2 


a. 
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of his too much unttnou/neffe; and would de~ 
file allthe tafte : and fo would bee unfit to be 
receiued by mans nature, 

Alfomake not of it thefirte water, becanfe 
thenit would be of fo great force and fharp- 
neffe, that it would deftroy all by burning, 
and fo it foould bee dangerous to be taken and 
recesned, 

But, becanfe the perfetlion of euery ftone, 
confifteth in the vertue of bis earth ; becanfe 
it is called the uurfe; or leamen unto it: wits 
neffing the Philofopher and confenting, who 
faith, The nurfe of it is che earth : without 
the which leauen, the fpirit of the ftone can no 
waies beretained or detained perfe (tly, or pof- 
Seffe the accomplifbment of hws vertue : There- 
fore, gine unto this water the wertue of her 
earth, and then it fhall obtaine compleatly and 
intirely its owne vertue. ER 

And this is it which the Philofopher 


faith, Hus vertue ts whole, if it be turned in- 


20 earth: and then it is called the water of 


life, but if you diftill it from that earth, it 


foall be the water of life, retlified and pers 


ted, ‘ : 

f Kuow therefore, that in this fone the earth 

& finall and of ¢reat vertue. And care you not 

of there-be little of the earth 5 because Zz ; 
Bt. 
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little leawen leawencth the greatel quantity 
of the pafte ; fo this little of earth which this 
Pone containeth, fufficeth to fulfill the nourifh- 
ment of the whole flone. 

Therefore feeke not a frrange earth, as fome 
doe,who take the tartar of wine and [ay that it 
ss the earth of the ftone,fome the dreggs of wine 
calcined,others the afhes of the vine : and thefe 
dee erre, fo the blinde leadeth the blinde, and 
bath fallin the pit beleening to make the water 
of life, and make the water of death, Becaufe 
the earth muff not be Strange, witneffing the 
Philofopher Geber, faying, one ftone, and one 
medicine, to which no ftrange thing is added, 
but all fuperfluities remoued, 

Soicis in this water of life, No range 
thing is added, but all [uperfluous things are 
remoued, Therefore this 1s the bleffed (tone 
retlsfied, 

Or the forefaid water sf it bee thrife fub- 
limed through his dreggs, that when a drop 
thereof is put into a fpoone, and kindled with 
acandle, it is all burned, fo that nothing re= 
ssajne in the (poone 5 and then, it is rightly 
retlified, and this may be perceined in the pre~ 
paration thereof , for this end that it may bee 
profitable to cure difeafes, and toconferue the 


life of man. 


Ss Baas 
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Andbetanfethe earth is neceffary before, 
that the rectified water fuould be diftilled from 
it; then it is neceffary that the oile be arawne 
ont, and feparated from the earth, 

Know that the foréfatd earth ts all burned, 
andfiinheth as burat things. And vnleffe the 
ferefatd earth be wafbed with the water of the 
Phlegme, fo that it lofe altogether bis flinke, 
the retlified water would retatne fomething of 
the finke, which muft paffe through txe earth, 
and be drftilled from st. 

Andtherefore before you make the water of 
life naw reblified paffetbrough the earth, fir? 
wafh the earth well with the water of the 
Phlegme ; fo that it lofe wel the fiinke of his 
burning, Which done, from the faid earth, 
that is to fay, through the faidearth, make the 


mater of life rethified pale. cAnd this you fhalt 


doe at leaft fenen times,and then {hall you hake. 


thewater of lifemedicinal as Ibane abonefaia. 
Andnote that fcarfecan you hane a pint of 
the forcfaid water of life well rettsfied, out. of 
thirty pints of wine. \ 
\ Levit paffe through hi carth many times, 
andit willbe more effe 


willbe multiplied and increafed, becanfe the 
oftuer it is diftilled through his earth, (o much * 
the more effcilualland powerfull oall bee the. 


[aid water. Item, 


© The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under a Cred 
“ " a gl 


es 
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_ Teem, Note that in the [aid water are diffol- 
ued the leaues of moft thin gold, and fo of gold 
#s nade aqua potabilis, and it is wonderfull to 
conferue the life of man, and to take away all 
difeafes, And which is more, it maketh old men 
yong againe, Therefore regard warily the fore 
faidwater. | oe 
The water of life aboue written, ts fometime 
made to bee Elixir or Medicine, to congeale 
(Mercury. Sometime a part tobe medicine for. 
to conferue mans life :the vertues which are 
communicated toeuery one, we will briefly fet 
downein this Chapter, 

Know theretore that the water of life, which 
ts made tobe Elixir tocongeale Mercury, not 
only congealeth Mercury, but alfo, blancheth. 
Venus, ard diffolueth Spirits, and cakineth 
bodies, Cc. 

But whereit ts made to be medicine for the 
conferwing the life of man, you haue his vertwes 
andpraifes in other bookes: For tt breaketh 
the impoftumes, and cureth wonnds from rot? 
Fenneffe,@c. 

The 'jimple water of 


life is ‘drawne out of 
wine, and is called the [oule of wine, whofe glo- 
rp iueftimable, ix the Mother and Lady of 
all fimple Medicines and ( ompaund , whofe 
effetts are wonderful, ~ efpecially again/t all 


CAL ES 
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canes and paffiens of mans body, 


There are many waies to rettific it, but in 
the aboue written Chapter I hane put the beft 
inuentions. 

When the forefaid water of life is di- 
filled at leaft foure times, there i no 
meanes to diftill it from its earth, as I hane 
fet downe inthe chapter abouewritten. But it 
fafficeth thatit be diftilled as commonly it v- 


fethto be diffilled, that the health of mans & 


body may be conferued,and loft health reftored, 
This water is [o firong, and of fo great ver- 
tue, and of the greateft natural heat, that by 
it felfcand without commixion, it cannot bee 

drunken without hurt, 6 
Trem, If the eyes be weakved through aweb, 
or for want of [pirit,let there be put in wine the 
leaues of eye-bright ,Rue, and Ueruene,of each 
one handfull, of ( clandine a little,and all being 
bruifed amongst the hands, let thembe pat in 
wine , andftand there ouer night, and there- 
after the forefaid water of life be diffilled, 
Icem, If the berbe Baulme-mint be putin 
wine and afterward the water be diftilled,then 
one (poonfulbe taken with a fafting (Fomacke,it 
maketh aman well remembring things palfed, 

and retaining things heard, 

Item, Jf Sage and Mint be put in wine, and 
thereafter 
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thereafter the water of life bee diftilled , the 
water drunke, kiketh wonderfully all kind of 
wormes, 

Trem, The water of life made. with Terpen» 
tine, cureth the quartane Ague, if it be taken 
before the fit,and muske water alfo with it, 

Item, Note that whatfoeuer odoriferous 
Powders, or what(oener greene or dry herbes 
foallbe diftilled in the forefaid water, tt fhall 
retaine the (mell, and fhallbee powerfull and 
{melling according to their qualitie. eAndthe 
wfer of (uch water [hall feele the power and 
vertue of thefe pices, and if gue(ts chance to 
come, winebeing mixed with the fore/aid was 
ter, incontinent fall retaine the tafte and [mel 
of the Spices and herbs put into it,and foit fhall 
appeare to be Cloue wine or Sage wine, Ot. 
And fo enuery difeveet, wife and underftan-~ 
ding mean may feeke cut the vertues of the 
water, 

And note that alwhich are written,to wit met 
dicines, you underftand of the water of life, 
whichis called theburning water , c isthe grea- 
teftfubrilty of wine or [pirit to the forele, Andthe 
fecond water which ws extratted or fublimed 
from wine by the fame manner, # the Element 
of aire andburneth not, but fome call it the | 


water of Phlegme, becanfe tt % of a coldna- 
F2 tare - 


e Commons Attribution Non Commercial 3.0 Unported License 


40 The Reuelation of 
ture, wherefore I willdefcribe fome things af~ 
ter this fort. 

Tf you will make hatres yellow,make afbes of 
Tuy wood, andmake a Lee of the forefaid fe- 
cond water, Thereafter often wah thy head 
with the forefaid Lee, and know that in two 
moneths the effect followeth, and it willkill all 
kind of wormes that ts in the haires. 

Trem, The wafhing cleanfeth the face, for if 
the face be wafot therewith, the refe gut (or 
{auce Phlegme ) is taken away, ‘ 

And if oile be made of the inward kernels of 
pine Apples mixed with the fore(aid water, it 
{hall heale and cure it quickly, chiefly if the 
faidoilebe applied in bot milke, and that this 
be done with the fat fwimming aboue. 


° ° s 
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COTO RIO ON 
The eight Chapter sii 


Where are handled the diuers 
workers in this Science. 


WW Ecing that hitherto by the grace of 

S iy}. the Lord God an endisput ynto 

@| che Expofition of the fecret {pirirs 

and it 1s fhewed by many fentences 

of diuers wife Philofophers, the great difh- 

culty and deepeft depth of fo higha fecret, 

not onely in knowledge ofthe matter, but 

alfo in preparation thereof: wherefore the 

Philofophers fay that itis very difficult,and 
they doe {peakein this manner, 

The Philofophers hane hid the preparation 
of the frone, becaufe it isthe Key of the Art, 
ana difficulteft of things. 

Some others fay, The working and goucrn- 
ment thereof caunot be knowue but by the gift 
of God or inftruttion of a mafter. who faould 
teachit, The fame faith our Philofopher of 


the fecret Spirit. 
$3, Therefore 
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Therefore that would! know, what wee 
fhould thinke and fay,of fo great a multitude 
of men (which otherwife | know not how 
to name) that when they hane feenea fimple 
and fophifticate receir, fay and aflirme with 
an oath,that they can make the precious and 
moft beloued ftone of the Philofophers: the 
which they haue purchafed with fo long 
ftudies,troubles,teares arid {weats. 

Which is altogether againft the vfe and 
order of all the Philofophers, as Villa Nowa 
faith, The Alchymifts of latter time, are 
fot the moft part meckers, and whiles by fc- 
phiftications they (ecke rather to feeme wife 
then tobe, they deceiue the yeelders te them, 
but the ancients uot profiting according to 
Noeir owne couctoufnelfe, hane wrapped upthes 
Art m riddles, fhewing rather their owne igne- 
vance then [cience, Gc. 

I fay then what fhould we fay of thefe? 
truly ic cannot be otherwife anfwered but 
wich the conference of Janus Lacinius, and 
Petrus bonus ferrarienfis,in his precious new 
pearle, to exclaime & fay, And no wonder ben 
caufett fall-th out inthis defperate age,that men 
of enery fort, and ome the mot ignorant, dare 


Search the hid caujes of the Art and Science of 


this moft happy and moft high Philofophy, think: 


ing 
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ing to wreft and fteale that bleffed fPone ont 
of paper tricks, and deceits of [ome Idiots: For 
they are Smithes, and Weaners, Carpenters; 
and [uch kind of men, defiring to bee inriched 
without labour, An anfwer certainly to 
the purpofe, worthy of fuch kind of people. 

Bus moreouer, what {hall wefay of an in- 
finite number of letcered and learned men? 
ef whom! know enow, who are fearchers 
‘of this Science,and neuertheleife vnderftand 
not the moft ob{cure bookes of the Philofo- 
phers, to be written vnder Metaphors, but 
as the letter foundeth ; and confider nor, or 
elfe will not confider wiat the Philofophers 
fay, We haue not written our Bookes but unto 
our children, and our children are they who 
vader and our fayings. 

y And Plato faith, who knoweth our purpofe, 
aud our intention ts nove a Philofopher, and ws 
inrichedsand who kwoweth not our fayings,be ts 
inthe [nares of nature,Gc. 

AndGeber : For wherefoeuer we haue {pa- 
heh plainly, there we haue faid nothing, but 
where under riddles and figures wee bane put 
Something, there hanewe hid the trath, 

And Arnoldus : But the foolifhunderftan- 
ding the fayings ofthe Philofophers according 
tothe letter, are become blind, and haue found 

F 4 nought 


e Commons Attribution Non Commercial 3.0 Unported License 


Ae en tee rain 


74 The Rewelation of 

nought but ale ; and then they {ay the Science 
is fal(e, becaufe we haue tried,and find nothing, 
andthen they are like defperate men, and doe 
defpifethe bookes and the Science, and there- 
fore thaScience de(pifeth them, for our Science 
of the hid things of nature, bath nr enemy but 
the ignoraut, ; 

Therefore this diuineScienge is not put- 
chafed by being letrered and learned only, 
feeing itis the fecret of God,as allmen doaf- 
firme,for the which it is written, 

Becaufe all wifdonze us from the Lord God, 
and therefore fometimes thefe things are giucn 
tothe fimple which the moft fiudious cannot 
HOW, 

Now let vsleaue this. I could in parti- 
cular tell fome mannersof working of ma- 
ny, which I haue feene in my iourmies of di- 
‘uers workers, which ] will leaue, that I bee 
not too long and tedious. 

But I wil tell two ridiculous,which | have 
feenein'thisnoble City of Loudon, where! 
was prefene my felte, of two of my beft 
friends fearchersefthis Science. 

The one of which, haumg diners. waies 
tryed forcune, and being one day by chance 
inawvery ancient Palace, where hee fawa 


glatle window, in the which was painted 


the 
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the hiftory or fable of Za/oz, whewhe went 
to Colchos, to purchafe the golden fleece, 
Where reading fomthing writcen,a fantafie 
-entred his head, fothathe would-not vn- 
deritand chat the Philofophers ftone was 
made of other then of  glafle, alledging a 
fentence of a Philofopher faying, in fale, 
and glaffe w all the fecrer. 

And againe hee faid thar 4/fizins fpea- 
keth, breake the glaffe and extragh the flone, 
and put it in aglaffe welch, or bolts head, and 
extrath the oyle frome it, and yc it fhall finde this 
which the Philofophe rs deliuered vuto US, tit 
this glaffe 0 the quickefiluer which oncrcom- 
meth the fire,and 1s not O“ercome by tt, 

_ And Rayaund confrmerh the likein the 
eighty fix chapter of the Theorické of iis 
Teftamenc, where he faith. draw the ghick. 
filuer out of the canes of glaige, &c. but what 
more ? o 

Healledgech two patlages of the Rewé- 
lation of S./ohathe Evangehft, chaprét 24, 
where he faith, And rhe buslding of the wall 
thereof was of Jafper fone, but thecity it felfe, 
pure gold like to pure glaffe And furthermore 
after, Sud the Street of the cety purei geld, 


bike tranfparent glaffe, 


Wherel remaining a liale wondering, 
ac 
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atthis his fantafticke fantafie, asked him 
what affinitie and friendfhip, and what to 
doe had glatfe with metall? He anfwered me 
that] vnderftood not, and that it was vn- 


derftood the glaffe made of metals, alledg- 


ing thefpeech of the Philofophers faying, 
That the glaffe of metall changeth enery me- 
tallto better, cc, 

And John Bracefcus vuderftood the fame 
in his dialogue of demogorgon :and Geber, 
when itis faid, that glaffe made of iron is the 
Philofophers ftone, And fo likewife may’ be 
made glafle of gold, and filuer, and of all 
other mettals, 

Wherefore leauing him with this his 
Chimera : I will fpeake of the opinion of 
the other no leffe fabulous than this. 

I fay that this my other friend faid and 
affirmed, that he had the knowledge of the 
true Lunaria, fo much mentioned by the 
Philofophers, and that in it did confift all 
the fecret of this Art. 

Out of the which'(as he faid by a Philo- 
fophicall way ) he did take the iuyce, 
and of which hee made a falt, which was 
greene, faying that this was the true fale 
which the Philofophers vnderftood,alledg- 


ing afentence of Hermes, that faith, All (alts 
@ 


© The Warburg Institute. This material is licensed under a Crea’ 


2 

the fecret Spirit. = = -4y 

of what kinde foeuer are contrarie to our Art, 
except the fait of our Lunaria, 

Of which falt he faid, by diuers operaci- 
onshetooke the Mercury, the which was 
the Mercury vegetables of which afterward 
he feparated, not onely the foure elements, 
but alfo he rooke a water, which hee called 
the fpirit of the ftone or fifth effence, al- 
ledging an infinite number of fentences of 
diuers Philofophers for his purpofe, 

And chiefly Raymund Lully,and princi- 
pally, in his apertory, where he faith, Take 
of the beff inyce of Lunary which thou canft 
finde, &c, And the Rofary of the Philofo- 
phers, whereit faich, The zuyce of Lunaria, 
the water of life, the fift effeace, the burning 
wine, the Mercury vegetable, are ali ove, the 
suyce of Lunary ts made of our wine, which ts 
knowne tofew of onr children, And with it,by 
the meanes of it, is made onr potable gold, 
and without it no wates. 

And more he faid, that after he had taken 
his Mercury out of the fame dregs or earth, 
he could take as much of the fame Mercury 
as he pleafed, without end, the fame earth 
remaining neuerthelef{e ever in his proper 
weight and quantity, as at firft: Whicl-ap- 
peared srddesful vnto me, 

Soo And 
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_~ And I asking che reafon thereof, hee an- 
fwered me with Uincentius in his naturall, 
The light hath the property of the fountaine, 
thecanfe of multiplication, 

And more he faid, thacchis his earth was 
like.a well of fuck water, asneuer could be 
dryed, and it was the body. vnderftood by 
Tohn eAuguftine Pantheus, in his Voarcha 
dumia, where he faith, That the vegetable 
body 1s full of inyce, Ge, 4 

And moreouer he faidy that this was that 
ttue Salamander, thac was ingendred, and 


nourifhed in the-fire, alledging many au- | 


thorities of Philofophers, amongft which 
he madevfe of abooke intitled, The water 
of lifeperpetuall, which {aid, it z fire of fire, 
aid ts ingendred of fire, and nourifoed inthe 
fire, and it is the daughter of the fires 3c. ‘ 
And thar more hefaid, chacit was alfo 
that thing, and the {pirit of the world, 
which Henricus Cornelises Agrippa fpeaketh 
of, in’ the fourercenth chapter of che firft 
bookeof his Philofophy, wherehee faith, 
But it ts more ivfufed inso thofe things whith 
haus taken moft, of this. Spirit, For st % ta- 
kenby the beames.of the ftarres, according as 
things render themfelues conforme vata them, 
" Therefore by this Sowit enerp bid. property-ts 


propa- 
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propagated inherbes, ftones, and metals; and 
beafts, by the Sunne, by the Moone, by the 
Planets, and by the Starres higher than'the 
Planets, yea this Spirit may be more profita. 
ble’ unto vs, ifany man know howto Separate 
himwell from other elements, or at leaft ufé 
thofe things which abound moft in this fpirit. 

So thar hemademe remainefo confufed, 
that I knew not what' to anfwer. Where- 
by I am difpofed to ftay no more with thefe 
melancholicke and fantafticke humors, that 
I make not my felfe fall into fome Herefieto 
no purpofe. 

For the which I will exhort the true fear- 
chers of this noble {cience, ‘that they fuffer 
not themfelues to be fooled with vaine opi+ 
nions, nor to fer a: worke in the day that 
which they dreamed in the night, as thefe 
two my forefaid friends haue done, But to 
bee conftant arid follow the documents’ oF 
the forefaid: good Philofophers. And fo 
thall bemadean end of this my fhort dift 
courfe, which isdedicated and 


° 


"Now my deare and rode booke,thou hat 
endeuored to fet forth all thy will in {pea- 
king, and declasing bya method, and cons 


tinued 
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tinued order, Gathering together fo many. 
finefentences, defcribed by fo many wor. 
thy and wife Philofophers, and {cactered 
not only in may chapters, but in divers 
bookes, againit their precept. Who doe 
command, that this noble Science fhould 
bewritten obfcurely, and not wich a cleare 
and contintated ftile, tothe end it bee not 
vfurped by the ignorant and vnworthy 


people. 

But feeing that fo it hath pleafed thee to 
doe sat leaft flie from the multitude of men, 
and learne the folitary life: and conuerfe on- 
Jy with thofenoble and folitary {pirits, to 
whichthou art dedicated: becaufe in the fo- 
licary lifeis found this moft noble fecrer {pi- 
rit:fecret it is called becaufealfo iccruly fhun- 
~ meth the conuerfation of the vulgar, and 
gocth to hide it felfe in folitary and fecret 
places, Andmoreouer, becaufe that in che 
folicary lifeis learned to know God ; Ina fo- 
itary life, islearned toloue God ;.Ina fo- 
litary life (I fay ) is learned to giue glory and 
praifero the moft high, and moft glorious 
creator of all, to whom bee praifes through 
infiniteages of ages. etmen, 


FINIS,~ 
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P reade by dissing, 


ower bid in natures. pag. 6.1, 16. it puryetb,eoe. rit.‘ 


raifeth the good flefh and woafteth the dead, it purgeth, ee, 
Pag. 10.142. workes, r, writs, pag. 14.1. 28. Otreafure, 
oe X. i Gueth cleerenelfe of fight to thofe that aredying, 

Treafure,erc. pag, 15.1. 5. operation and infinite pomer, 
t. of infinite operation and power. pag. 17,118, Chap. 7s 
t. Chap. §.and 7. pag. 24.1.19, dying x. tingent, 
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